tions. This distinguished visitor was discovered on closer inspection to be none 
other than Dr. John L. Kask, formerly Associate Curator of the Academy's Depart- 
ment of Ichthyology and subsequently Curator of Aquatic Biology in charge of 
the Steinhart Aquarium, which post he held at the time of his appointment to his 
present position with the United Nations. 

Before coming to the Academy in 1943, Dr. Kask was Assistant Director of the 
International Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission. On leave from his post at the 
Academy he served in Japan on General MacArthur's staff as head of the Resources 
and Research Branch of the Fisheries Division, leaving the Army with the rank of 
Major. After resuming his work at the Academy in 1947, Dr. Kask was appointed 
Consultant in Fisheries to the U. S. Department of State. 

Dr. Kask’s many friends at the Academy hope that his missions for the United 
Nations will bring him frequently to San Francisco. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its April 
meeting approved the applications of the persons listed below for MEMBERSHIP in 
the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these appli- 
cants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after April 7, they 
will be considered elected. 


For REGULAR MEMBERSHIP Mr. John C. May 
Mr. Sergio Pedro Acena Mr. Gerald W. Medsger 
Dr. C. H. Albaugh Mr. Robert McA. Moore 
Miss Martha L, Allen Mr. Walter Ochse 
Dr. Frances Baker Miss Frances D, Payne 
Dr. George L. Baker Mr. Glenn E. Pollard 
Miss Ellen E. Barr Mr. Orville C. Pratt 1V 
Mr. Vernon Bengal Mrs. Orville C. Pratt IV 
Dr. Harry Benteen Mr. H. C. Purcell 
Mr. L. Ph. Bolander, Jr. Mr. Weldon B. Purcell 
Mr. Charles A. Bryant Mrs. Irene K. Robinson 
Mr. H. A. Campbell Miss Margaret W. Schell 
Mrs. Walter F. Carpenter Sister Mary Barbara 
Miss Ruth E. Coats Mr. Everett Smith 
Mr. Jack E. Copsey ; Dr. Isabel Fothergill Smith 
Dr. A. Edward Dart Mr. Frank E. Todd 
Mr. William E. Dillon Mrs. Doris Tuttle 
Mr. Herbert Eloesser Mr. Don Uhl 
Mr. C. J. Fraslin Miss Edith Gibbs Vaughan 
Mr. George B. Furniss Mr. Charles A. Warmer 
Mr. Silas L. Gillan Dr, Elizabeth B. White 
Dr. Guy A. Ginn Miss Regina Woodruff 
Mr. Leland O. Graham 
Mr. Donald V. Hemphill For ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. William H. Hunt West Texas Historical and Scientific 
Mr. Edward B. Jones Society 


Mr. J. H. Jonte 


Mr. Daniel E. Koshland, Jr. For STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


Mtr. N. B. Livermore, Jr. William Chappell, Jr. 
Miss Nan L. MacCabe James Conrad 
Lt. George S. Mansfield, USMC William Fehner 
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April Announcement 


THE REGULAR ApRIL MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
in North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy Buildings i in Golden Gate 
Park, on Monday evening, April 12, 1948, at 8 o'clock. Last of the spring series on 
the Walter B. Scaife Foundation, the lecture of the evening will be given by Dr. 


Telford H. Work, and will be entitled 


Bits og LAND ALONG THE Coast 
While Dr. Work and Dr. Harold M. Hill were medical students at Stanford 


University they made frequent trips of e xploration and discovery to offshore islands 
of the California coast, recording their experiences of these “Bits of Land” and their 
teeming bird life on film, 

Each trip was high adventure. Always the struggle against inaccessibility—trans- 
portation and supply problems to be solved by any means at hand: a canvas-hulled 
boat—a Navy captain’s launch—a home-made raft—even a long swim through chill 
surf. Frequently, landings were won only by scaling steep clifte with the encum- 
brance of heavy cameras and other gear. 

On the Anacapa Islands they photographed brown pelicans, ungainly and amus- 
ing, in their largest Pacific Coast colony (see cover picture). On Santa Cruz and 
Tomales Point Bird Islands they sought out the few wildlife survivors of ruthless 
Navy practice bombings. Along the rugged Monterey coast numerous rock islets 
gave them dramatic settings for filming the home-life of oceanic birds and 
mammals. 

Particularly interesting were the now restricted Farallones—outer guard of the 
Golden Gate—swarming in the breeding seasons with the comical parrot-beaked 
pufiins, with guillemots, penguin-like murres, and cormorants all crowding for space 
on the precipitous heights above the sea lion rookeries on the surf- eaten ledges 
below. 

Telford H. Work grew up in the Los Angeles area before the city mushroomed 
over the landscape, when the hills and canyons of the Santa Monica Mountains 
were filled with abundant wildlife. With his adventure-loving family he wandered 
over the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and made several expeditions to Baja 
California. 

During his student days at Stanford he began serious study of ornithology, 
worked summers as a wildlife photographer in Yosemite National Park, and won 
distinction for his photographic studies of the rare California condor. And, teamed 
with Harold M. Hill, he made his adventurous record of wildlife which he is show- 
ing on the Audubon Screen Tour as “Bits of Land Along the Coast.” 


g 
The public is cordially invited. 
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JoserH R. Stevin Back FROM AUSTRALIA 


WITH A CATCH of 2102 reptile and amphibian specimens, Joseph R. Slevin, Curator 
of Herpetology, clippered in from Australia just too late for last month’s News 
Letter. We were scooped by the Bay area papers on his short story of the Ulong 
frog—that very small and very rare amphibian by the name of Lechriodus fletcheri 
which, outside of Ulong, New South Wales, was heretofore found only in the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard (two thoroughly pickled individuals), 
and in the British Museum (one lone chappie in alcohol). Now the Academy has 
thirty-three, no less, immersed in Joe Slevin’s best preserving liquor. We may be 
sure Mr. Slevin left enough of L. fletcheri to carry things alone in Ulong—croaking, 


not croaked. 
New Starr MEMBER AT THE AQUARIUM 


THE STEINHART Aquarium has a new Junior Aquatic Biologist, replacing William 
B. Richardson, Aquatic Biologist, who recently resigned to go into business. The 
new biologist, who is also a photographer, is M. Woodbridge Williams, A.B., 
Pomona College, formerly of Berkeley—“Woody” to his associates in the Academy. 
After his discharge from the U. S. Army, Woody took a sailing jaunt down the 
coast of Baja Galifornia: studying and photographing marine fee and came to the 
Academy direct from a year of advanced oceanographic work, Poa in 
marine invertebrates, at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla. At the 
Aquarium Woody Williams will devote himself largely to the exhibits of exotic 
freshwater fishes. 
Honorary Members ELecreD 

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING of February 18, four persons were elected Honorary 
Members of the California Academy of Sciences. The scientists so honored were: 

Dr. LeRoy Abrams, Professor of Botany, Emeritus, Stanford University. 

Dr. William Beebe, Director of the Department of Tropical Research, New York 
Zoological Society. 

Dr. William R. Maxon, recently retired Curator of the Division of Plants, United 
States National Museum. 

Dr. C. M. Yonge, Professor of Zoology, University of Glasgow. 

Election to Honorary Membership is the highest recognition which the Academy 
awards. 

Honorary MEMBER RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL 


Dr. Wiii1aM F. Duranp, elected an Honorary Member of the Academy in Feb- 
ruary 1945, was awarded the Presidential Medal for Merit, the Nation’s highest 
medal award to a civilian, in February of this year. 

Distinguished for his research in aeronautical design, Dr. Durand, now 88, served 
in World War II as a specialist with the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics. His citation says that he “supplied the leadership necessary for successful 
research in jet engines for aircraft,” and that he began his World War II service at 
the age of 81. 

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR 


THE ACADEMY was honored on March , by a visit from the Chief Biologist of the 
Fisheries Division of the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Na- 
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